LOCAL PROFESSIONALISM PANEL
REPORT FORM

Chief Judge of Circuit: |Hon- Leah R. Case

Name of Submitter:

Hon. Michael S. Orfinger

Date:

December 13, 2023

*Reports must be filed by June 15 and December 15 each year.

SC 2023-0884 - Appendix A
Code for Resolving Professionalism Referrals
3.7 Reporting

a) Each LPP must file a written report with the chief judge of its circuit, the Florida Supreme
Court, and The Florida Bar identifying all professionalism referrals received against a
member of The Florida Bar in June and December of each calendar year.

b) The biannual reports must include the following information for each referral for the six
(6) calendar months preceding the month in which the report is due:

1. The date of the referral;
2. The circuit in which the issue arose;
3. A short summary detailing the substance of the referral;
4. The relationship of the respondent voluntarily participated in the process;
5. Whether or not the respondent voluntarily participated in the process;
6. The resolution, if any, of the referral; and
7. Whether there were previous referrals against the respondent.
C) The reports must not include identifying information for the respondent or the party who

submitted the referral.




INFORMATION FOR
SUBMITTERS

Purpose and Use: This form collects information about your Circuit’s Local Profes-
sionalism Panel and its activity for the last six (6) months. This form also asks for updates
to the contact information for your Local Professionalism Panel. The information about your
Circuit’s Local Professionalism Panel will be used to update the Center’s Local Profes-
sionalism Panel contact list, as well as to gauge how each Circuit is carrying out panel
activities.

Reporting Period: Reports must be filed by June 15th and December 15th and include
information for the six (6) calendar months preceding the month in which the report is due.

Where to Submit: Submit this form and any attachments by email to cfp@floridabar.org
or by regular mail to:

The Florida Bar
Henry Latimer Center for Professionalism
651 E. Jefferson Street
Tallahassee, FL 32399

Questions: Direct all questions about this form to cfp@floridabar.org.


mailto:cfp@floridabar.org

June Reports should include information from January 1 to June 15.

December Reports should include information from June 16 to December 15.

LOCAL PROFESSIONALISM PANEL QUESTIONS

Please complete the information below regarding any activity within your Local
Professionalism Panel. Additional pages may be attached as needed.

1. Please describe the process by which complaints are addressed. You may attach a link
to the complaint form or link to where information is located on your website that advises
the consumers, attorneys, and judges how to file a complaint.

The complaint form used in this Circuit is attached as an exhibit to Seventh Circuit
Administrative Order P-2013-188. The narrative attached to the order is outdated in
light of the newly adopted Code for Resolving Professionalism Referrals. The form is
now likely in need of revision as well. The link to the 2013 Administrative Order and
complaint form is:

https://circuit7.org/wp-content/uploads/Establishment_of Local_Professionalism_Pan
el.pdf.

2. Please describe what types of professionalism issues are seen most often in this
Circuit?

Our Panel has not yet received any complaints.




3. What are believed to be the causes of professionalism issues within your Circuit?

Please see answer to Question 2 above. Our panel has not yet received any complaints.

4. How often does your Circuit’s Local Professionalism Panel meet?

We are scheduling our first meeting to occur during the first quarter of 2024.




5. Please describe any training provided to committee members.

It is my understanding, based upon a November 8, 2023 e-mail to the Chief Judges from Elizabeth
Tarbert of The Florida Bar, that The Florida Bar staff in the Lawyer Regulation Division are developing
training that will be recorded and made available to the various Local Professionalism Panels, so that
we can comply with the training requirements in rule 3.4 of The Code for Resolving Professionalism
Referrals. We look forward to receiving those training materials.

6. How is your Circuit’s Local Professionalism Panel promoted?

Chief Judge Leah R. Case entered an Administrative Order titled Re: Local Professionalism Panel,
G-2023-035-SC, that designates each member of the Panel and their term of appointment. The
Administrative Order is on the Seventh Circuit's website at https://circuit7.org/orders/g-2023-035-sc/,
and it is recorded in all four counties of the Seventh Judicial Circuit. In addition, the Administrative Order
has been sent to each of the four voluntary County Bar Associations in the Circuit, so that they can
include it on their websites and/or newsletters. It has already been published in the Volusia County Bar
Association newsletter. Copies have also been furnished to each judge of the Circuit, and to the Clerks
of Court in each of the four counties.




Please provide information regarding all complaint intake for the appropriate dates.
If filing in June, the information should be from January 15 — June 15, If filing in
December, the information should be from June 16™" — December 15%.,

1.
Date of Referral: Not applicable.

Circuit in which issue arose: N/A
Short Summary detailing the substance of the referral

Not applicable, as the Seventh Circuit's Local Professionalism Panel has not received any
complaints for the period in question.

The relationship of the respondent to the person submitting the referral.
N/A

Whether or not the respondent voluntarily participated in the process.
N/A

The resolution, if any, of the referral;*
N/A

Whether there were previous referrals against the respondent
N/A




Date of Referral:

Circuit in which issue arose:

Short Summary detailing the substance of the referral

The relationship of the respondent voluntarily participated in the process

Whether or not the respondent voluntarily participated in the process.

The resolution, if any, of the referral;*

Whether there were previous referrals against the respondent




Date of Referral:

Circuit in which issue arose:

Short Summary detailing the substance of the referral

The relationship of the respondent voluntarily participated in the process

Whether or not the respondent voluntarily participated in the process.

The resolution, if any, of the referral;*

Whether there were previous referrals against the respondent




Date of Referral:

Circuit in which issue arose:

Short Summary detailing the substance of the referral

The relationship of the respondent voluntarily participated in the process

Whether or not the respondent voluntarily participated in the process.

The resolution, if any, of the referral;*

Whether there were previous referrals against the respondent




Date of Referral:

Circuit in which issue arose:

Short Summary detailing the substance of the referral

The relationship of the respondent voluntarily participated in the process

Whether or not the respondent voluntarily participated in the process.

The resolution, if any, of the referral;*

Whether there were previous referrals against the respondent
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Date of Referral: Circuit in which issue arose:

Short Summary detailing the substance of the referral

The relationship of the respondent voluntarily participated in the process

Whether or not the respondent voluntarily participated in the process.

The resolution, if any, of the referral;*

Whether there were previous referrals against the respondent
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Date of Referral:

Circuit in which issue arose:

Short Summary detailing the substance of the referral

The relationship of the respondent voluntarily participated in the process

Whether or not the respondent voluntarily participated in the process.

The resolution, if any, of the referral;*

Whether there were previous referrals against the respondent
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Date of Referral: Circuit in which issue arose:

Short Summary detailing the substance of the referral

The relationship of the respondent voluntarily participated in the process

Whether or not the respondent voluntarily participated in the process.

The resolution, if any, of the referral;*

Whether there were previous referrals against the respondent
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Date of Referral:

Circuit in which issue arose:

Short Summary detailing the substance of the referral

The relationship of the respondent voluntarily participated in the process

Whether or not the respondent voluntarily participated in the process.

The resolution, if any, of the referral;*

Whether there were previous referrals against the respondent

14



10.

Date of Referral:

Circuit in which issue arose:

Short Summary detailing the substance of the referral

The relationship of the respondent voluntarily participated in the process

Whether or not the respondent voluntarily participated in the process.

The resolution, if any, of the referral;*

Whether there were previous referrals against the respondent
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8. Please provide the contact information for all current panel members. Please include:
name(s), email(s), address(es), and phone number(s), and title if applicable.

Name

Title/Firm

Email

Address

Phone
Number

Michael S. Orfinger

Circuit Judge

morfinger@circuit7.org

101 N. Alabama Ave.
Deland, FL 32724

386-822-5073

Alicia Washington

Circuit Judge

awashington@circuit7.org

P.O. Box 758
Palatka, FL 32178

386-329-0471

Vincent T. Lyon, Esq.

Lyon Law, P.A.

vlyon@law.gwu.edu

27 Empress Lane
Palm Coast, FL 32164

386-864-3578

MaryEllen Osterndorf,
Esq.

Osterndorf Law,
P.A.

maryellen@osterndorflaw.
com

P.O. Box 2352
Daytona Beach, FL 32115

386-255-9171

Daniel K. Hilbert, Esq.

Canan Law

dhilbert@cananlaw.com

1030 N. Ponce de Leon
Blvd.
St. Augustine, FL 32084

904-824-9402

The Florida Bar will publish on its website the LPP biannual reports. The Chief Judge, or the Chief
Judge’s designee, will publish on the judicial Circuit’s website the LPP biannual reports from that

Circuit.
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