
Attachment A 
 
IN THE CIRCUIT COURT, 
SEVENTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT, 
 ____________COUNTY, FLORIDA 

 
Case No.: 
Division: 

 
Plaintiff/Petitioner, 

v. 
 

Defendant/Respondent, 
________________________________/ 
 

ORDER REFERRING CASE TO NON-BINDING ARBITRATION 
 

Pursuant to Rules 1.700, 1.800, 1.810, and 1.820, Florida Rules of Civil Procedure; and §44.103, Florida 
Statutes, the parties are hereby referred to non-binding arbitration. The Court hereby appoints the following qualified 
individual to serve as arbitrator: 
 
 Arbitrator’s Name:  
 Address:  
   
 Telephone Number:  

 
 In the event the parties choose to select a different individual to serve as arbitrator, they may do so within 
fifteen (15) days of this order by mutually selecting an individual from the Court’s approved Arbitrator List and filing 
the name, address, and phone number of the selected arbitrator with the Court.  The parties are responsible for 
providing the arbitrator with the Order Referring Case to Arbitration, the Notice of Arbitration, and the Statistical 
Summary. 
 
 The first arbitration hearing shall be held within sixty (60) days of this Order. 
 
 The arbitrator shall attempt to coordinate the dates and times for arbitration with the parties/attorneys.  Within 
thirty (30) days of this Order, the Arbitrator shall notify the parties of the date, time and place of the arbitration 
hearing.  The Notice of Arbitration is attached to, and incorporated into, this Order, and shall be completed by the 
Arbitrator and forwarded to the parties.  If there is lack of cooperation and/or a failure to meet the time limits imposed 
by this Order, the arbitrator shall file a notice of Non-Compliance with the Court.  
 
 The arbitrator and parties shall comply with the procedures detailed in the Notice of Arbitration.  Within 
twenty (20) days of filing his/her written decision, the arbitrator must complete the Arbitration Statistical Summary 
form and forward it to the Court Administrator’s Office.  
 
Done and Ordered in  ____________ County, Florida this ______ day of  ___________________20___.  
 
  
 ______________________________ 
 Circuit Judge   
 
Attachment:  Notice of Court-Ordered, Non-Binding Arbitration 
Copies furnished:   Arbitrator  
 Parties     
 Court Administration, Daytona Beach (Order of Referral only) 



NOTICE OF COURT-ORDERED, NON-BINDING ARBITRATION 
 
  ________________________________ v. _______________________________ 
  Plaintiff                 Respondent 
 

Case No: _____________________ 
 

Court-ordered, non-binding arbitration in this cause shall take place as follows: 
 

NAME OF ARBITRATOR:   
PLACE OF ARBITRATION:   
 ________________________________ 
DATE OF ARBITRATION:   
TIME OF ARBITRATION:   
 
Please familiarize yourself with the following prior to the arbitration hearing: 

 
(a) Seventh Judicial Circuit Administrative Order CV-2022-19-SC (see www.circuit7.org); 
(b) Rules 1.700, 1.800, 1.810 & 1.820, Florida Rules of Civil Procedure; 
(c) Section 44.103, Florida Statutes; and 
(d) Rules 11.010 through 11.130, Florida Rules for Court-Appointed Arbitrators. 
 
The following provisions apply to arbitration hearings: 
 

• Unless, the parties otherwise agree, fees/expenses are to be divided equally between the parties. 
 

• The arbitrator has the power to administer oaths or affirmations and to conduct the arbitration 
proceedings.  Any party may petition the Court, for good cause shown, to authorize the arbitrator to issue 
subpoenas for the attendance of witnesses and the production of books, records, documents and other 
evidence; and may petition the Court for orders compelling such attendance and production.  Subpoenas 
shall be served and are enforceable in the manner provided by law. 

 

• Individual parties, or authorized representatives of corporate parties, shall attend the arbitration hearing 
unless excused in advance by the arbitrator for good cause shown.  If a party, an authorized 
representative, or attorney fails to attend an arbitration hearing, the Court may apply sanctions. 
 

• The arbitration hearing will follow a logical pattern, with opening statements, introduction of initiating 
documents, and final summations.  It is customary for the complaining party to be heard first. However, 
the Arbitrator has authority over the order of the proceedings and has the discretion to vary this procedure 
when necessary.  
 

• The arbitration hearing will be conducted informally, with evidence presentation and testimony kept to 
a minimum.  Matters should be presented to the arbitrator primarily through statements and arguments 
of counsel.  The arbitrator may issue such instructions as are necessary for the expeditious and orderly 
conduct of the hearing. 
 

• Strict conformity to the rules of evidence will not be required. The arbitrator will rule on the admissibility 
of evidence and may refuse to hear evidence that he/she deems irrelevant, immaterial, or repetitious.  

 

• If a party fails to appear at the arbitration hearing, the hearing will proceed and the arbitrator will render 
a decision based upon the facts and information presented by those present.   

http://www.circuit7.org/


 

• Any party may have a record and transcript made of the arbitration hearing, at that party's expense. 
 

• Arbitration must be completed within 30 days of the first arbitration hearing, unless extended by order 
of the Court or the arbitrator.  Such extensions should not result in the failure of the arbitration to be 
completed within 60 days from the date of the first arbitration hearing. 
 

• The arbitrator shall notify the parties, in writing, of his/her decision within 10 days of final adjournment 
of the arbitration hearing.  The arbitrator shall indicate in the decision which party prevailed on each 
claim/counter-claim. The arbitrator’s decision and the originals of any transcripts shall be sealed and 
filed with the Clerk of the Court at the time the parties are notified of the decision.  If not otherwise 
indicated, the arbitrator shall note the date that his/her decision was mailed to the parties.   Any objection 
that a decision was not made within the time required is waived, unless the objecting party notifies the 
arbitrator in writing of his/her objection prior to the delivery of the decision to him/her.  
 

• Any party may file a motion for trial de novo.  However, if a motion for trial de novo is not filed 
within twenty (20) days of service of the decision on the parties, the arbitrator’s decision will be 
considered final.  
 

• If a timely motion for trial de novo is not filed, the arbitrator’s decision will be unsealed by the Court 
and such orders and judgments as may be required to carry out the terms of the decision will be entered. 
 

• If a timely motion for trial de novo is filed, depending upon the outcome of said trial, costs may be 
assessed against the moving party (see § 44.103(6), Florida Statutes).  Examples of said costs 
include arbitration costs, court costs, reasonable attorney’s fees, and other reasonable costs such 
as investigation expenses, and expenses for expert or other testimony incurred after the arbitration 
hearing and continuing through the trial.  
 
 

Date  Arbitrator 
Copies furnished:     
 
 
 

Attention: Persons with Disabilities 
If you are a person with a disability who needs an accommodation in order to participate in this 
proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance. Please contact 
Court Administration, 125 E. Orange Ave., Ste. 300, Daytona Beach, FL 32114, 386-257-6096, within 2 
days of your receipt of this notice. If you are hearing impaired, call 1-800-955-8771; if you are voice 
impaired, call 1-800-955-8770.     THESE ARE NOT COURT INFORMATION LINES 
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